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	Title
	Author
	Lexile
	Grade
	Genre
	Protagonist/
Culture
	Notes
	Synopsis

	Double Dutch

(2002)
	Draper
	760
	4-5
	Realistic fiction
	8th grade African-American girl
	183 pgs; won seven different awards
	Delia, a struggling reader, is a championship jump-roper, but must pass the state reading test if she is to continue her sport.

	Homeless Bird

(2000)
	Whelan
	800
	4-5
	Realistic fiction
	13-year-old Indian girl
	192 pgs; National Book Award Winner (children’s category)
	When Koly enters into an ill-fated arranged marriage, she must either suffer a destiny dictated by India’s tradition or find the courage to oppose it.

	Make Lemonade

(1993)
	Wolff
	890
	5-6
	Realistic Fiction
	14-year-old girl, presumably African-American, but never specified
	208 pgs; Has a poetic/blank verse quality to language (not usual prose)
	In order to earn money for college, fourteen-year-old LaVaughn babysits for a teenage mother.

	Freak the Mighty

(1993)
	Philbrick
	1000
	6-8
	Realistic fiction
	8th grade differently-abled Anglo-American boys
	176 pgs; has a 1998 film version; 

Teacher Guide: http://www.rodmanphilbrick.com/teaching.html#freak
	At the beginning of eighth grade, learning disabled Max and his new friend, Freak, whose birth defect has affected his body but not his brilliant mind, find that when they combine forces they make a powerful team.

	Esperanza Rising

(2000)
	Ryan
	750
	4-5
	Historical fiction
	13-year-old Mexican girl
	262 pgs; has won Pura Belpré Award which honors Latino authors; also several best books lists and awards. 


	A story of immigration and assimilation, Esperanza must flee her happy life in Mexico and escape to the U.S. when bandits kill her father. Set in the labor-organizing era of the Depression.

	Flipped

(2001)
	Van Draanen
	720
	4
	Humorous Realistic Fiction
	8th grade boy and girl, Anglo-American
	224 pgs; another multiple award winner; 
	In alternating chapters, two teenagers describe how their feelings about themselves, each other, and their families have changed over the years.

	The Greatest

(2001)
	Myers
	1030
	6-8
	Biography
	Muhammad Ali
	192 pgs; author is award winning; 
	A masterful biography. Myers looks at how Ali influenced the world and the author’s life as well.

	The Circuit

(1997)
	Jimenez
	880
	5-6
	Memoir
	Young Mexican boy
	128 pgs.; 4+ awards; autobiographical essays
	The author recounts his childhood as a Mexican immigrant and migrant farm worker.

	Among the Hidden

(1998)
	Haddix
	800
	5
	Science Fiction
	12-year-old boy, Anglo-American
	160 pgs.; awards: 8 state and other; noted as appropriate for teens, due to mention of sterilization and population control
	In a future where the police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, Luke has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm, until another "third" convinces him that the government is wrong.

	Iqbal

(2005)
	D’Adamo
	730
	4
	Realistic fiction

(Based on a true story)
	13-year-old Iqbal Masih, Pakistani
	128 pgs.; awards: Junior Library Guild Selection, Christopher Award
	A fictionalized account of the Pakistani child who escaped from bondage in a carpet factory and went on to help liberate other children like him before being gunned down at the age of thirteen.

	What’s the Big Idea, Ben Franklin?

(1996)


	Fritz
	830
	4.7
	Biography
	Ben Franklin
	48pgs.;Paperstar Books, Penguin Putnam Books
	A biography written in a casual, often humorous, style.  Ben Franklin’s life is chronicled from his birth in Boston in 1706 to his death in Philadelphia at the age of 84.  Franklin, unhappy with his life as a printer’s apprentice, ran away from home as a young man.  He soon became a successful printer in Philadelphia, but it was only the beginning of his many accomplishments.

	Where the Red Fern Grows

1996


	Wilson Rawls
	700
	6
	Fiction
	10 yr. old boy in rural setting
	212 pgs.; Bantam Doubleday Dell Yearling Edition
Great Stone Face Award
	In this classic, Billy, a 10-year-old boy growing up in the Ozark mountains, wants to own two hunting dogs more than anything else.  Because his family is too poor to afford them, he saves money for two years in order to get his dogs.  Having trained them to be the best hunting dogs around, Billy and his inseparable pair of coonhounds have many adventures, some ending in tragedy.  Billy’s life changes as a result of these adventures, and he must learn to adjust to the changes.

	Walk Two Moons

1994
	Sharon Creech
	770
	5
	Fiction
	13 yr. old girl Salamanca Hiddle
Native America
	280 pgs.; Harper Trophy Edition
	Story of a 13 year old girl’s journey to emotional recovery after the loss of her mother.  Salamanca Hiddle, a girl of Native American descent, is on a trip across the country with her grandparents.  As she travels, Salmanca tells them the story of her friend, Pheobe, a story with parallels her own.

	Waiting for the Rain 

1989
	Sheila Gordon
	940
	6
	Historical

fiction
	2 boys, Tengo and Frikkie
South Africa
	214 pgs.; Bantam Edition
	Tengo and Frikkie have grown up together on a farm in the South African Veld, where Frikkie’s uncle, Koos, is the boss.  At the beginning of the story, Tengo is feeling the first pangs of dissatisfaction with the status quo.  He knows he was meant for more than being a farm worker.  He has an unrivaled thirst for knowledge and a burning desire to see the sea.  Frikkie, on the other hand, yearns for an education-free life, and finds hid education more a source of stress than anything else.  Spanning years, the story chronicles the escalating violence associated with apartheid, and the tension it places on the boys’ friendship.

	Tituba of Salem Village

1991
	Ann Petry
	840
	5
	Historical

fiction
	Tituba Indian and her husband John
	254 pgs.; Harper Trophy Edition
Notabe Book Award
	Fictionalized account of the witch trials in Salem Village in 1692.  Tituba Indian and her husband John are slaves of the cruel, arrogant Reverend Samuel Parris, who pastors a church in Salem Village.  The people there, like many others in Puritan New England, are highly superstitious and fearful of witchcraft.  In early 1692, during the long, harsh winter, Betsey, the pastor’s young daughter, begins to have seizures.  Soon, many other girls begin to exhibit strange behavior, which the townspeople attribute to witchcraft.  Tituba and eventually many others are arrested and put on trial for witchcraft.

	That Was Then, This is Now

1989


	S. E. Hinton
	780
	5.1
	Fiction
	2 adolescent boys
	145 pgs.; Bantam Doubleday Dell Edition
	This novel traces the adolescence of two best friends, Mark and Byron, who are as close as brothers, and provides an in-depth look into their lives.  Mark is the charming, albeit stagnant, fixture in the piece, destined to come to an unfortunate end.  Byron is a less-than-perfect adolescent, a foil to Mark in that his character evolves by the novel’s end, and has made definitive decisions about saying good-bye to the streets and the most pivotal relationship of his life.

	Space Station Seventh Grade

1982


	Jerry Spinelli
	600
	5.3
	Fiction
	12 yr. old boy

Jason
	232 pgs.; Little, Brown, and Company
	Jason, a twelve-year-old soon-to-be seventh-grader lives with his mother, stepfather, “cootyface face,”  and an annoying yonger brother.  Jason enjoys the simple things in life: baseball and eating his stepfather’s food.  Jason begins junior high, and soon learns that life is really not too simple. 

	Somewhere in Darkness

1992
	Walter Dean Myers
	920
	7
	Fiction
	Father and son
	168 pgs.; Scholastic Apple
	A father, who has recently escaped from prison, is reunited with his long estranged son.  In their journey across the country together, they learn to face each other and their shattered dreams and gain a better understanding of themselves and their relationship.  Crab, the father, longs to communicate his love to his son, Jimmy, to prove he is innocent of murder, and to start a new life outside of prison.  Jimmy dreams of having the kind of relationship with his father that he has always imagined a father and son should have.  Both are soon disappointed. 

	Parvana’s Journey

2002
	Deborah Ellis
	640
	5.5
	Fiction 
	Parvana, a young Afghan boy
	Groundwood Books
	Parvana, a young Afghan under Taliban rule, must pretend to be a boy in order to work and to move outside the home. Ellis dedicates these stories to, "Children we force to be braver than they should have to be."

	Number the Stars

1989


	Lois Lowry
	670
	5.5
	HistoricalFiction
	10 yr. old girl, 

Denmark 
	137 pages; Newbery Award, ALA Notable Book,  School Library Journal Best Book of the Year, and American Bookseller Pick of the Lists
	A suspense-filled historical novel set in Denmark during World War II.  As ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen and her family watch the persecution of the Jews by the occupying Nazi army, they are frightened for their Jewish friends, the Rosens.  But to save the Rosens from “relocation,” they must risk their own lives, and Annemarie must face the terrifying Nazis – and her own fears – on a dangerous mission

	No Promises in the Wind

1986
	Irene Hunt
	930
	7.0
	HistoricalFiction
	15 yr. old boy
	223 pages; Berkley/Pacer Edition
	During the Great Depression, fifteen-year-old Josh runs away from his impoverished home when tensions become unbearable between him and his unemployed, angry father.  Josh and his little brother Joey cross the country trying to find work as musicians, and see how hardship has brought out the best and worst in human nature.  As Josh tried to father Joey and realizes his own failings, he comes to forgive his father.

	Necessary Roughness

1996
	Marie G. Lee
	750
	6.0
	Fiction
	16 yr. old boy, Korean-Amer.
	228 pages; Harper Trophy
	Chan Kim, a sixteen-year-old Korean-American who moves with his family from Los Angeles to a small town in Minnesota where he must cope not only with racism on the football team, but also with the tensions in his relationship with his strict father, who struggles financially after taking over his brother’s failing business.  As much as the story is a chronicle of Chan’s coming of age and the development of his character, it is a study in the joys and sorrows that exist in every young person’s relationships with family and friends.

	Lyddie

1992
	Katherine Paterson
	860
	6.5
	Historical Fiction
	Young girl, New England
	182 pages; Puffin Books Edition
	During the Industrial Revolution in New England, a young girl assumed responsibility for her fledgling family since the abandonment of her father some years before.  She and her brother, Charles, act as parents to their younger siblings and mother, who has emotionally deteriorated as a result of her husband’s departure.  One decision Lyddie’s mother makes determines the course of all their lives and forces Lyddie to become more autonomous through the experience of grappling with the horrors of the textile industry and the emerging woman within herself.  

	Jaguar

1997
	Roland Smith
	690
	5.5
	Fiction
	Boy in high school, set in the Amazon
	247 pages; Hyperion
	A suspense-filled adventure story about an expedition in the Amazon Basin aimed at setting up a jaguar preserve.  Jake Lansa joins his father, a field biologist Doc Lansa, on the expedition. Then trouble starts.  One scientist is killed in an unexplained explosion, a boat is destroyed and Jake is attacked by an unknown assailant.  Jaguar touches on many ecological topics, such as preservation of an endangered species, the interaction of wild life in the rain forest, and its encroachment by extended mining and harvesting.

	The Invisible Thread

1995

	Yoshiko Uchida
	1060
	6
	Autobiog.
	Young girl, Japanese-American
	133 pages; Beech Tree Edition
	Autobiographical account of Yoshiko’s coming-of-age as a Japanese-American during the 1940’s.  When World War II begins, Yoshiko and her family are imprisoned in an American concentration camp with thousands of other Japanese-Americans.  Yoshiko and her family respond with determination, resourcefulness, and patriotism to this shameful treatment at the hands of their adopted country.

	I, Juan de Pareja

1993
	Trevino
	1110
	7
	Historical

Fiction
	Young boy, slave in Spain
	180 pages; Newbery Medal, New York Times Best Juvenile Book of the Year
	Fictionalized account of the slave of Diego Valazaquez, the great seventeenth century painter.  Juan is a young slave of African descent who is inherited by Velazquez.  As Juan learns to help his master, he falls in love not only with another young slave, but also with the art of painting.  Because the law forbids slaves from painting, Juan must practice his beloved art in secret.  Eventually, his secret is discovered, and the resolution is suspenseful and satisfying.

	Holes

1998

	Louis Sachar
	660
	5
	Fiction, humor
	
	233 pages; National Book Award and the Newbery Award
	A humorous story that includes suspense, mystery, tragedy, and adventure.  It is a story about friendship and coming-of-age.  Stanley Yelnats, an overweight, unpopular boy, is sentenced to work at a boys’ detention camp in the dry, Texas desert for a crime he didn’t commit.  Stanley blames his poor circumstances on an old family curse.  Each camper is required to dig a deep hole in the middle of Green Lake, a dried up lake, every day of the week.  Although the boys are told the digging is meant to build character, it isn’t long before they discover that the treacherous warden has more sinister plans.

	Hatchet

1987

	Gary Paulsen
	1020
	7
	Fiction
	Young boy
	195 pages; Puffin Books Edition; Newbery Honor Book
	Memorable, riveting survival story with broad appeal.  When a plane crash leaves Brian stranded alone in the Canadian wilderness with only a hatchet, the city boy must adapt or die.  Through painstaking trial and error, Brian learns to build a shelter, hunt, fish, and deal with a painful secret that torments him.

	The Giver

1994


	Lois Lowry
	760
	6
	Fiction
	Young boy
	180 pages; Newbery Award Book
	Extraordinary, award-winning account of a futuristic community tells of a place where there are no imperfections, no pain, and no fear.  There are also no choices, and every member of the community is assigned a role by the ruling Committee of Elders.  When Jonas is appointed the community’s next Receiver of Memory, he must begin to make painful choices for the first time in his life.  Jonas must risk his life – and the life of his baby brother – to change his community.

	Skeleton Creek: 4-Book Series

Skeleton Creek

Ghost in the Machine

The Crossbones
The 

Raven
	Patrick Carman
	740

820

830

790
	4-7
	Fiction
	Young boy and girl teaming up to solve mystery
	Scholastic Books
	Strange things are happening in Skeleton Creek and Ryan and Sarah are trying to get to the heart of it. But after an eerie accident leaves Ryan housebound and forbidden to see Sarah, their investigation takes two tracks: Ryan records everything in his journal, while Sarah uses her videocam to search things out … and then emails the clips for Ryan to see.

In a new, groundbreaking format, the story is broken into two parts -- Ryan's text in the book, and Sarah's videos on a special website, with links and passwords given throughout the book.



	Suggestions for Non-Fiction Books and Magazines

	Orca Books -  us.orcabook.com   
With over 500 titles in print and more than 65 new titles a year, Orca publishes award-winning, best-selling books in a number of genres - new nonfiction projects and a series of adult novels for struggling readers—Rapid Reads

	Magazines:  Scholastic Junior, Upfront (NY Times), National Geographic Explorer

	


