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Summary Activity

For this activity write two paragraphs. The first paragraph will be an abstract summarizing the book. The second paragraph will cover your reaction to the book. See the requirements below for each paragraph.

Abstract Requirements:  Write one well-developed paragraph of approximately 50 to 100 words that summarizes the story.

Include the following in your paragraph:

a. A description of the main characters

b. A description of the plot sequence

Personal Reflection Requirements:  Write one 50 to 100-word paragraph in which you relate your personal response to the novel. Make a connection between the novel and your own life or between the novel and society as a whole. Include any important lessons from this novel and the impact that these lessons had on you.

Example Abstract

Title:  Coach Carter
Author:  adapted from the screenplay written by Mark Schwann and John Gatins
     Coach Carter is a coming-of-age novel in which young men come to terms with the realities of the world in which they live. The main character is Ken Carter who is a former All-American basketball great who has gone on to build a successful life as the owner of a number of sporting goods stores. Being successful in business, however, does not seem to be enough for Carter. The plot outline takes shape as Carter recognizes a yearning within himself to “give back” to society. The perfect opportunity presents itself when an opening occurs for a basketball coach at Richmond High School, Carter’s alma mater. Readers meet Damian Carter (Coach Carter’s son), Renny (the drug dealer and enforcer), and Timo Cruz (a defiant but gifted young athlete whose life is transformed through his contact with Carter). The story comes alive as the novel explores the issues facing black Americans today including poverty, violence, drugs, guns, and overt racism. Coach Carter’s expectations for his players, and ultimately, their own expectations for themselves play a major role in the players’ success. 

Example Personal Reaction

     I enjoyed the novel because I could relate to many of the situations described in the book. I have friends who have experienced both the disappointments and triumphs the writer so vividly describes. A clear emphasis of the novel was the destructive power of drugs and violence and the importance of values in personal relationships. How high expectations for yourself can lead to success is the clear message. In addition, teamwork, loyalty to a group, honesty, and integrity also are factors that are emphasized in this dramatic and unforgettable novel.  

Note:  your response to the characters and plot of each book may or may not be positive.  If you found the book unsatisfying in some way, do not be afraid to communicate that in your personal response paragraph.
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